FEB. 27]                     ST LEANDER, B. C                           2I?

the other senses, instead of regarding them as its own, and enjoying their
mutual advantage and comfort, what confusion would ensue!

The following feasts are celebrated on February 26 :

St ALEXANDER : ST ETHELBERT, King and Confessor: ST PORPHYRIXTS, Bishop of Gaxa,
who catered a monastery at the age of twenty-five, leaving his friends and country: ST Vieioa
or VITTRE of Arcis, anchoret, glorified by God with many miracles.

FEBRUARY 27

ST LEANDER, CONFESSOR, BISHOP OF SEVILLE

(A.D. 596)

[From St Isidore of Seville, St Gregory the Great, and St Gregory of Tours, hist Jib. v.
See Fleury, b. 34-36 ; Mabilion, Saec. Ben. i; Ceillier, t. xvii."

ST LEANDER was of an illustrious family, and bora at Carthagena, in
Spain. He had two brothers, St Fulgentius, Bishop of Ecija and Cartha-
gena, and St Isidore, our saint's successor in the see of Seville. He had
also one sister, Florentia by name, who had consecrated herself to God
in the state of virginity. He set them an example of that piety which
they faithfully imitated. He entered into a monastery very young, where
he lived many years, and attained to an eminent degree of virtue and sacred
learning. These qualities occasioned his being promoted to the see of
Seville: but his change of condition made little or no alteration in his
method of life, though it brought on him a great increase of care and
solicitude for the salvation of those whom God had put under his care,
as well as for the necessities of the whole church, that of Spain in particular.
This kingdom was then possessed by the Visigoths, or Western-Goths;
who, while Theodoric settled the Ostrogoths, or Eastern-Goths, in Italy,
had passed the Alps, and founded their kingdom, first in Languedoc,
and soon after, about the year 470, in Spain. These Goths, being for the
generality all infected with Arianism, established this heresy wherever
they came, so that when St Leander was made bishop, it had reigned in
Spain a hundred years. This was his great affliction; however, by his
tears and prayers to God, and by his most zealous and unwearied eadeaTOiirs
both at home and abroad, he became the happy instrument of the con-
version of that nation to the catholic faith. It was a subject of great joy
to the whole church to behold the wonderful blessing bestowed bf Almighty
God on the labours of our saint, but to none more than St Gregory the
Great, who wrote to St Leander to congratulate him on the subject.

This holy prelate was no less zealous in the reformation of man&ers
than in restoring the purity of faith; and he planted the seeds of that
ssal and fervour which afterwards produced so many martyrs and saints*
His zeal m this regard appeared ia the good regulations set on foot with
this intent in the council of Seville, which was called by him, and of whkh